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LOS ANGELES EDUCATION RESEARCH INSTITUTE ANNOUNCES  
GRANT FROM JPMORGAN CHASE 

Funds Will Support Research to Improve Student Achievement in Los Angeles 
 
LOS ANGELES, CA – The Los Angeles Education Research Institute (LAERI) today received a 
$150,000 grant from JPMorgan Chase to support research aimed at improving student 
outcomes in the Los Angeles Unified School District.  LAERI is a non‐profit research 
organization dedicated to using evidence to inform education policy and practice in Los 
Angeles. 

“LAERI’s goal is to build a coherent and cumulative program of research to help the district 
better meet students’ needs,” said Kyo Yamashiro, LAERI Executive Director. “JPMorgan 
Chase’s grant is an investment in the district commitment to allow LAERI to produce 
independent and actionable research on teaching and learning in Los Angeles schools, 
through a unique partnership and sharing of data.  We deeply appreciate JPMorgan Chase’s 
support and are excited to use these funds to accelerate our research efforts.” 

JPMorgan Chase is one of the oldest, largest and best‐known financial institutions in the 
world. Its grant is the second seed grant awarded to establish LAERI.  California 
Community Foundation provided the first seed grant.  California Community Foundation 
(CCF) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to strengthening Los Angeles communities 
through effective philanthropy and civic engagement.  CCF seeks to improve outcomes for 
low‐income, ethnic minority, and vulnerable populations.   



“As a worldwide corporation, we see firsthand how critical it is that students be prepared 
with the knowledge and skills needed in an increasingly competitive global economy,” said 
Antonio Manning, Manager of Global Philanthropy for JPMorgan Chase.  “The Los Angeles 
Unified School District is the second largest district in the nation. Despite gains in student 
achievement at LAUSD, too many students remain under‐prepared for college or the 
workforce.  We support LAERI because we want all students to have the opportunity to 
compete and thrive. Bringing objective evidence to bear on improvements related to 
preparing students is a crucial piece of that puzzle.”   

LAERI is independent of, but works with, LAUSD and other education stakeholders. LAUSD 
has embraced this exceptional partnership with LAERI and is providing access to key 
district data for research purposes.  LAERI will use the funds provided by JPMorgan Chase 
to hire researchers, establish a secure archive of longitudinal student, teacher, and school‐
level data, and begin the process of analyzing that data.  LAERI is focused on providing 
rigorous research to inform decisions about how to accelerate student achievement and 
close achievement gaps.  

“LAERI provides us with a unique opportunity to draw on evidence from a much‐needed, 
external, critical‐friend perspective that can help us understand our progress and make 
important adjustments to better serve our students,” said LAUSD Superintendent Dr. John 
Deasy. 

For more information about LAERI, visit http://www.laeri.org. 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